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Marianthe’s Story 
Painted Words, Spoken Memories 

 
Grade Level: 1st – 3rd Grades 
 
Focus Book: Marianthe’s Story: Painted Words, Spoken Memories by Aliki 
 
Goal: 
Students will appreciate the immigration experience through Aliki’s Marianthe’s Story: 
Painted Words, Spoken Memories. Through a guided reading and various classroom 
activities, students will identify with Mari’s character as well as improve on reading, 
geography, art and expressive writing skills. 
 
Synopsis: 
Marianthe’s Story, written and illustrated by Aliki, is two books in one.  Part One, 
Painted Words, tells of Marianthe’s experiences and feelings as she begins school in a 
new country.  Unable to express herself verbally, Marianthe paints her story as she learns 
English and adjusts to her new teacher, classmates and school.  After things become 
clearer, “like clouds lifting,” Marianthe is able to put words to her pictures and tell the 
class her life story.  In Part Two, Spoken Memories, Marianthe tells her classmates the 
story of her family’s life in Greece and their immigration to the United States.  The 
beautifully expressive illustrations help the young reader to relate to Marianthe’s 
experiences and emotions.  Aliki’s own experiences as the child of a Greek immigrant 
family was her inspiration for this book. 
 
Part One: Painted Words 
Prereading  
1. Ask the students what they remember about their first day of school.  What were their 

feelings?  What were they looking forward to?  What were they excited about?  What 
frightened them?  How did they prepare for that first day?  Tell them they will be 
reading about a little girl’s first day at a new school.  Explain that the girl has many of 
the same feelings they had but that, unlike them, Marianthe does not speak English. 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Marianthes-Story-Painted-Spoken-Memories/dp/0688156614


2. Take a “picture walk” through part one.  Let the students respond to the illustrations.  
What is depicted?  What feelings and emotions are expressed?  How does the artist 
show Marianthe’s feelings? Why do we see the back of her on the cover?  Look at the 
faces of the characters.  Do they always look the same? 
 

3. Pick an illustration and write a story for it. 
 
Reading 
Read the book aloud as the children follow along in their copies.  Discuss the events of 
the story. 
 

• What is special about this day for Marianthe? 
• How does she feel about this day? 
• Why won’t she understand what the children at school will say? 
• What does her mother tell her? 
• Why does she feel “hot and frozen at the same time”? 
• What are some things Marianthe does understand? 
• What are some things she learns on the first day? 
• What does the class learn about Mari? 
• How does Mari tell them things? 
• Who else in Mari’s family is learning? How? 
• How does Mari feel about children in her class? How does she express her 

feelings? 
• What does “like clouds lifting” mean?  What changed when the clouds lifted?  

What has Mari learned? 
• Mr. Petrie says, “The time has come for patience to be rewarded.” What does this 

mean? What happens next? 
• How do the other students feel about Mari’s story? What would they likely do 

now? 
 
Post-reading 
Students can do the following activities: 
1. Have students look at Aliki’s illustrations.  Discuss the use of color and space.  Paint 

a “memory” picture using watercolor.  Encourage students to replicate Aliki’s style.  
Use the whole space.  Consider foreground, middle ground, and background.  Layer 
and mix colors.  Write a paragraph telling the “story” of the memory. 
 

2. Draw a picture or write a story to tell what you could do to welcome a new student to 
your class. 
 

3. Make a list of things that would be difficult if you did not speak the language of your 
classmates. 

 
 
Part Two: Spoken Memories 
Pre-reading 



1. Read and discuss the dedications to both parts of the story.  What do they tell us about 
each part of the story? 
 

2. Take a “picture walk” through Part Two of Marianthe’s Story. Look at the two cover 
pictures. How are they different? Why are they different? Discuss the landscapes of 
Part Two.  How are they different from  Part One?  Why are some pictures black and 
white?  Who is the little girl in the story? 

 
Reading 
1. Read the story aloud and discuss the events.  Where does this part of the story take 

place?  What story is Marianthe telling? 
 

2. Working with a partner or in a small group, have students reread the story and answer 
the questions on the worksheet. 

 
Post-reading 
1. With students, make a list of the things we learn about Marianthe from Part Two of 

her story.  Using this list, ask student to write and illustrate their  own “life stories” in 
book form.  Make a class library of these books to be shared with other students. 
 

2. Ask students to interview an immigrant family member, neighbor or classmate.  With 
students create an “immigrant questionnaire.”  Use the interview to write the story of 
that person. 
 

3. Create an “Immigrant Wall Of Fame” in the classroom.  Use the immigrant 
interviews or have students research famous immigrants and write their stories for the 
Wall. 
 

4. Create a “feelings” chart for Marianthe.  List under each heading: 
 

Event  Mari’s Feelings Mari’s Actions 
 
5. Character Study: Create a web to explore the characteristics of various people in the 

story: Mama, Marianthe, Mr. Petrie, Patrick. 
 

6. Problem/Solution—Find a solution to each problem in the story: 
 

a. Marianthe fears going to school. 
b. Marianthe doesn’t speak English. 
c. Patrick hurts Marianthe’s feelings. 
d. Mama doesn’t speak English. 

 
7. Have students create their own Problem/Solution Chart in pairs. 

 



8. Immigration “push-pull” factors—Have students reread the story.  What are the 
things that pushed people to leave their homeland?  (poverty)  What are things that 
pulled them to a new land?  (work, school, libraries) 
 

9. Have children create a family portrait like Marianthe’s.  Mount the picture on a larger 
piece of paper.  The border can be used to show some special things about each 
student’s family. 
 

10. Geography—Locate Greece on a map.  How far is it from America?  Use the library 
and internet to find information about Greece and Greek culture.  (See Cobblestone, 
December 1996 for more ideas).  Create a Classroom Immigration Wall Map.  Have 
each student research his her immigration history.  On a bulletin board map, link the 
student’s name to his/her country of origin. 
 

11. What’s in a name?  Marianthe’s name indicates that she is Greek.  Aliki’s full name 
Aliki Liacouras Brandenberg also gives us information about her background.  Have 
students find out how they received their names.  What do their names tell about their 
families?  Have students interview their parents to find out how they chose their 
names.  What do their names mean?  Have students write the story of their names. 

 
Read other books by Aliki: 
 
A Weed is a Flower The Life of George Washington Carver Simon and Schuster, 1988 
Digging Up Dinosaurs Ty Crowell, 1998 
Feelings   Scholastic, 1983 
Gods And Goddesses Of Olympus Harper Collins Publishers, 1994 
Hello Goodbye   Greenwillow Books, 1996 
Manners   Scholastic, 1990 
A Medieval Feast   Harper Collins Publishers, 1983 
The Story Of Johnny Appleseed   Aladdin Paperbacks, 1963 
The Story of William Penn  Simon and Schuster Books for young Readers, 1994  
William Shakespeare And The Globe   Harper Collins Publishers, 1998 
 

 
1. Have students research Aliki on the internet.  Tell them to try to get more information 

about her.  How is Aliki like Marianthe?  Where was she born?  Where does she live 
now?  What other books has she written?  What was her first book?  What is her most 
recent book? 
 

2. Aliki has written many children’s books.  Read another book by Aliki and write a 
book report on it for your class. 
 

3. Be an author like Aliki.  Have students read  How to Make a Book by Aliki.  Discuss 
where Aliki gets her ideas.  Have students choose a subject and write a book like 
Aliki’s Manners or Feelings, or a biography of a famous person like Ben Franklin , 



William Penn ,or George Washington Carver.  Illustrate the book in a similar manner 
to Aliki’s. 

 
Read other immigration stories: 
1. Compare them to Marianthe’s Story.  How are they the same?  How are they 

different? 
 

Bunting, Eve.  Going Home. Harper Collins, 1996. 
Bunting, Eve. How Many Days To America?  A Thanksgiving Story. New York: 
Clarion Books, 1988. 
Calhoun, Mary. Tomo’s Cat. New York: Morrow Books, 1996. 
Jacobs, William Jay. Ellis Island: New Hope In A New Land. Atheneum Books 
For Young Readers, 1990. 
Kline, Suzy. Song Lee in Room 2B. New York: Penguin, 1993 
Kuklin, Susan. How My Family Lives In America. Bradbury, 1992. 
Levine, Ellen. I Hate English. Scholastic, Inc., 1989. 
Levine, Ellen. If Your Name Was Changed At Ellis Island. Scholastic, Inc., 1993. 
Levinson, Riki. Watch The Stars Come Out. Puffin Books, 1995. 
Maestro, Betsy. Coming To America: The Story Of Immigration. Scholastic, Inc., 
1996. 
Rosenberg, Maxine B. Making A New Home In America. Lothrop, Lee and 
Shepard, 1986 
Shaw, Pegi, Deitz. The Whispering Cloth: A Refugee’s Story. Boyds Mills Press, 
1995. 
Surat, Michelle Maria. Angel Child, Dragon Child. Sholastic, Inc., 1983. 
Winter, Jeanette. Klara’s New World. Borzoi Books, 1992. 

 
2. Immigration Web Sites: 
 

National Park Service 
http://www.nps.gov/stli 

 
Ellis Island Home Page 
http://www.ellisisland.org 

 
The History Channel 
http://www.history channel.com/ellisisland/main.html 

 
 
3. Check internet sites for Ellis Island and read stories of new immigrants. 

 
4. Create a family tree to illustrate the immigration history of each student. 

 
5. Read My Fellow Americans (Browndeer Press, Harcourt Brace & Company, 1995) by 

Alice Provensen.  Choose a famous American and research his/her family tree to 
discover the immigration history of that person. 

http://www.nps.gov/stli
http://www.ellisisland.org/


 
6. Read Coming To America: The Story Of Immigration  (Scholastic, Inc., 1996), by 

Betsy Maestro, to explore one history of immigration from the migration of the first 
Americans across the Bering Strait to the present.  Review the Table Of  Dates  and 
Other Interesting Facts About Immigration with students.  Students work in pairs to 
complete study sheets. 
 

7. Ellis Island—Research the history of the immigration station using a variety of books 
and websites.  Discuss the tiles on the “Wall Of Honor.”  Discuss the immigration 
process with children.  Create an “Immigrant Wall Of Fame” based on interviews 
students do with immigrant family members, friends, neighbors or classmates.  Use 
the interviews to write an illustrated biography of that person.  Create a “tile” for the 
classroom “Wall Of Fame.” 
 

8. Math—Research immigration patterns on your neighborhood or school.  Create a 
survey for each class in the school to find out the country of origin of each student.  
Compile the data collected and, in groups, have students create graphs and charts to 
display the information.  Create a wall map display to show the school’s immigrant 
population or history. 

 



Name: ____________________ Date:_________________ 
 

 
Marianthe’s Story - Part Two 

Spoken Memories 
 
Read part two of Marianthe’s Story. Look at the pictures. 
 
Then answer the questions below. 
 
1. What story is Martanthe telling? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
2. What was brought to wish the baby luck? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
3. How does Aliki show the sad events of the story? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
4. Who are Yanni and Nona? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
5. Why did everyone go to school? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
6. What kinds of work did people in the village do? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
7. What did people do for fun? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 



 
8. Why did Marianthe’s father leave the village? Where did he go? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
9. Why didn’t the rest of the family go with Papa? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
 
10. Who is Theo? How does he help the family? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
11. Why does Theo read Pap’s letters to the family? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
12. Why did people think Marianthe should not go to school? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
13. What does Mama tell Marianthe to do at school? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
14. Why did Marianthe go to school in the dark? Why did she sing? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
 
15. What could Marianthe do after she learned to read and write? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
 



16. Why didn’t Mama write to Papa? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
17. Why is the writing different on the first and last page of the book? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
18. How do you think Aliki’s pictures help tell Marianthe’s story? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 



Compare Marianthe’s life in Greece to her life in America. 
 

GREECE 
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 
 

AMERICA 
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 



What’s In A Name? 
 
How did you get your name? Who choose that name for you? Why was it chosen? What 
does your name mean? Talk to you parents to find out more about your name. Do you 
have a nickname? How did you get that name? Write a short story about your name: first, 
middle and last. 
 
Name______________________ Date______________ 

 
The Story of My Name 

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
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