American Immigration Law Foundation
Immigration Curriculum Center Lesson Plan

Why Did They Leave Home?

Grade Level: Primary Grades (Kth-3rd grades)

Goal: To introduce primary grade children to the multiple reasons why people choose to
immigrate to America and the challenges immigrants face.

Objectives: Students will:

o Define the terms immigrant and immigration through literature and understand
that immigration enhances the fabric of society.

e Interview immigrant parents from the school community about their immigrant
experiences

o Write about the immigrant parent experiences creating nonfiction books about
each immigrant parent.

« lllustrate the nonfiction books about the immigrant experience with photographs
of the immigrant parents and the artifacts they shared with the class during the
interview.

Materials:

How Many Days to America? by Eve Bunting

The Lotus Seed by Sherry Garland

Grandfather's Journey by Allen Say

Oranges on Golden Mountain by Elizabeth Partridge

The Color of Home by Mary Hoffman
Recording materials

Literature Response form



http://www.amazon.com/How-Many-Days-America-Thanksgiving/dp/0395547776/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1198258404&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Lotus-Seed-Sherry-Garland/dp/0152014837/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1198258454&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.com/Grandfathers-Journey-Caldecott-Medal-Book/dp/0395570352/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1198258517&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Oranges-Golden-Mountain-Elizabeth-Partridge/dp/014250033X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1198258543&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Color-Home-Mary-Hoffman/dp/0803728417/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1198258563&sr=1-1

Interview Questions form

Chart paper, bookmaking supplies, digital camera, printing photo paper, cardstock, and
binding tape.

Procedure:

1.

Ask the students to respond to journal question: Why do some people leave their
homes in other countries to come to America? Share the responses and list the
reasons on chart paper.

Select one of the picture books and read the story aloud to the class. After
reading, ask the students to record their response on the Literature Response form.
Lead them to list the characters, setting, theme, and why the immigrant(s) in the
story left home. Record their consensus on a class chart. Follow the same
procedure for the other four books, pausing after each lesson to define the terms
immigrant, immigrate, immigration, and emigrate.

Discuss the reasons why people choose to immigrate. Tell the students that some
parents form the school community who are immigrants will be coming to visit
the class to tell about their immigration experience. Generate a list of questions
with the students to ask during the visits.

Using the students' list, have the children pose questions to the visitors and have
them record the answers on their Interview Questions form. Take photos of the
visit along with photos of artifacts.

Have students use the photos to layout a book about each immigrant parent. Then
have students write captions for each page that reflect what they learned about
each unique experience. Mount the photos on cardstock adding the text. Laminate
the pages and bind.

ASSESSMENT: Have the children respond again to the question: Why do some people
leave their homes in other countries to come to America?




Why Did They Leave Home?

Interview Questions

1. What country did you come from?

2. Who did you come with?

3. Why did you come?

4. What was the hardest part about leaving your home?

5. What is the best part about living in America?

6. Do you ever go back to you country?

7. Do you celebrate any holidays from your native land?

8. Do you have special things at your house from your native land?

9. How long have you lived here?

10. What is your favorite place in America?




Why Did They Leave Home?

A Grant Project by Carol Macken
Funded by the American Immigration Law Foundation

Final Report

The Why Did They Leave Home? project was designed to introduce primary grade
children to immigrants and immigration. The study explored the multiple reasons why
people choose to immigrate to America and the challenges immigrants face. Using
children's literature and personal interviews with immigrants, these young students
developed an appreciation of the rich contributions that immigrants make to the fabric of
the community. The students created nonfiction books from the information gleaned from
each interview and those books were placed on display in the local public library for
public reading.

As a pre-assessment in late October, the children were asked to respond to the journal
question: Why do some people leave their homes in other countries to come to America?
In November and December five picture books related to immigration were read to the
children. These books were: How Many Days to America? by Eve Bunting, The Lotus
Seed by Sherry Garland, Grandfather's Journey by Allen Say, Oranges on Golden
Mountain by Elizabeth Partridge, and The Color of Home by Mary Hoffman. The
children recorded the characters, the setting, and the theme of each book after the reading
using a form entitled Why Did They Leave Home? Literature Response (attached). In
addition to these original objectives of the grant, the children also speculated about the
reason why the immigrants in each story left home and this information was recorded on
a chart as well.

Media specialist Doreen Golembeski supported the program, reading the students
Coming to America: The Story of Immigration by Betsy Maestro and The Memory Coat:
An Ellis Island Story by Elvira Woodruff. In the library the students also took a virtual
tour of Ellis Island led by Golembeski.

In December the grant coordinator set up interview dates with five immigrants parents
from the school community. In addition the children generated a list of interview
questions that they used during the interviews which are scheduled to began in mid-
December. The questions were recorded on a chart for the students to reflect upon and
new questions were added as they arose.

The interviews with the immigrant parents took place over the course of three weeks. The
immigrants included parents from Italy, Iran, Sweden, and India. Photos of the visit were
taken along with photos of artifacts from the native countries that the visitors brought
with them. Culling the information from the interview along with the photographs, the
children worked as a large group to write text for a picture book about each visitor's
immigration experience. The completed books were delivered by the children to the local
library where they were displayed during the month of March.




After completion of the project the children were assessed. They responded once again to
the question: Why do some people leave their homes in other countries to come to
America? The responses of the students reflected an understanding of immigration and
the challenges immigrants face.
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