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Interview Project 
Getting to Know Our Immigrant Friends through Graphs 

Grade Level: Primary School (1st-4th grades) 

Goal: To introduce primary grade students to immigration by gathering and sharing 
information about immigrants and to learn about different types of graphs. 

Objectives: The students will understand the meaning of immigration. The students will 
gather data about immigrants and construct different types of graphs to present that data. 

Students will: 

• Interview an immigrant using a questionnaire  
• Share the questionnaire responses  
• Tally the whole class's responses to the questions  
• Create a graph related to one of the questions  

Materials: 

Coming to America: The Story of Immigration by Betsy Maestro 

The Great Graph Contest by Loreen Leedy 

Teacher created questionnaires: (enclosed) 
• Letter to Parents  
• Interview Questionnaire 

 
Poster board 
 
Various art materials such as crayons, markers, and paint 
 
Chart paper 

http://www.amazon.com/Coming-America-Immigration-Betsy-Maestro/dp/0590441515/ref=pd_bbs_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1198256719&sr=8-2
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Graph-Contest-Loreen-Leedy/dp/0823420299/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1198256797&sr=1-1


Procedure: 

1. Prepare for reading Coming to America: The Story of Immigration by Betsy 
Maestro by having the children activate their schema about the Pilgrims. Explain 
to them that the Pilgrims were the first immigrants, defining the term immigrant. 
Then tell the children that unless we are only descendants of Native Americans, 
we are all immigrants or descendants of immigrants. Read the book, pausing to 
synthesize and record new information on an anchor chart entitled Immigration.  

 
2. Upon completing the reading ask the children if they know anyone who is an 

immigrant. Tell them that in the days to come they will learn more about an 
immigrant by interviewing either the immigrant themselves or someone who 
knew that person. (For example, a child might interview a parent who tells about a 
great grandparent who was an immigrant.) 

 
3. Share with the children the Immigrant Friends Questionnaire. Read the questions 

with the children pausing to speculate on possible responses. Let the children 
know that their parents or caregivers will help them with this project and that the 
directions for the questionnaire are outlined for them at the top of the page. 

 
4. Read aloud The Great Graph Contest by Loreen Leedy. Pause and point out how 

the characters are gathering information and creating graphs to show what they 
have discovered. Tell the students that they will create different kinds of graphs 
just as the characters in the book did. The class's graphs will show the data they 
cull through the Immigrant Friends Questionnaire. List the types of graphs 
presented while reading the book. 

 
5. As the children return the graphs, have each child share their information with the 

class, encouraging the children to tell more about the immigrant than just what is 
included in the questionnaire. Once all of the children have brought back the 
Immigrant Friends Questionnaire, begin to construct the graphs as a class. As a 
whole class construct one graph per day, tallying the responses and recording 
them on the appropriate type of graph.  

 
6. Use the following chart to determine which type of graph to use to present the 

data gathered from the Immigrant Friends Questionnaire. 
 
 

Data Type of Graph 

Language spoken upon arrival Venn diagram 

Native country Circle graph 

Came to U.S.A. as a child or an adult Horizontal picture bar graph 

Native language Bar Graph 



7. After the graphs have been constructed, have the children analyze the data and 
write statements based upon their analysis of the graphs. Record these statements 
and post them with the graphs. 

Assessment: Have the students write about what they learned about their immigrant 
relative or friend. Ask them to explain how graphs help us to understand data. 

 



 
 
 

       
 

Dear Parents, 
 
As we approach Thanksgiving we are learning about the Pilgrims and their 
brave voyage to America.  We are learning that the Pilgrims were the first 
immigrants.  As part of our lessons, we have discovered that immigrants are 
still coming to America today as many of our family members did in years 
past.   
  
We will be gathering information about our immigrant family members and 
friends and making graphs about them in math.  First we need data.  In order 
to gather that data each child will need to learn more about an immigrant 
family member or friend by interviewing either the immigrant or someone 
who knew that person. For example, a child might interview a neighbor who 
is an immigrant. Or the child might interview you as you tell about a 
grandparent or great grandparent who was an immigrant.  
  
Please help your child decide whom to interview and help your young 
researcher complete the attached interview questionnaire. Return the 
questionnaire it to school by _____________________ . You may send it in 
earlier if you choose and we will begin to tally our results! 
 
Thank you for your support. 
                
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Getting to Know Our Immigrant Family Members and Friends through Graphs 
 

      Student’s Name_______________________________________________________ 
 

Interview Questionnaire 
 

1. Person’s name_____________________________________________________ 
 
2. Native country_____________________________________________________ 

 
3. Did this person speak English upon arriving in America? ___________________ 

 
4. Did this person come to America as a child or as an adult?___________________  

 
5. What language did this person speak before coming to America?______________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. How is this person like one of the first Pilgrims?___________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. How is this person different from one of the first Pilgrims?__________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 


