American Immigration Law Foundation
Immigration Curriculum Center Lesson Plan

Multicultural Book Parade:
Celebrating Immigration to America

Grade Level: Primary School (K-6th grades) School-wide project

Goal: To involve the entire school community in a celebration, through reading, writing,
artwork, and oral communication activities, of stories of courage, resilience, and strength
told by and about immigrants coming to America.

Objectives: The entire school community will participate in sharing selected texts from
the extensive, rich, and diverse body of literature inspired by the immigration experience
to America. The project will culminate in a community-wide Multicultural Book Parade
designed to highlight books which students found most meaningful and inspirational.

Each student will:

o Select texts related to the immigration experience to share with their classmates

e Read aloud (or be read aloud to) various books related to immigration

o Explore common themes among the texts shared in the classroom

e Write a summary of and reaction to his/her favorite immigration story

o Participate in illustrating a poster depicting the chosen book’s theme

o Take part in and/or view the Multicultural Book Parade at the culmination of the
unit.

Materials: Selected texts related to the topic of immigration to America; white poster
board; masking tape; various art materials, such as crayons, markers, and/or paint.

Procedure:

1. Gather together the school staff to introduce the idea of a school-wide reading
project which celebrates the stories and accomplishments of immigrants to
America. Discuss the goals of the project, explaining that the project will
culminate in a school-wide Multicultural Book Parade. Decide on the timberline




for implementing the steps leading up to the culminating Multicultural Book
Parade.

Have classroom teachers follow these steps in their individual classes, in
preparation for the “main event,” i.e., the Multicultural Book Parade:

Share information with students about the Multicultural Book Parade project and
begin to generate excitement and anticipation about this school-wide project.
Begin to discuss the immigration experience with the students, using a KWL chart
to gauge how much the students already know and understand about immigration,
and to explore their attitudes toward immigration. Use books, tapes, discussions,
and/or interviews with immigrants who live in the community to begin an
ongoing dialogue.

Introduce and read several books (five or six are suggested) about immigration
and the topic of “Coming to America” with the students, creating a chart in the
classroom which organizes information related to each book read, including: book
title, author, main characters and their home countries, reasons for immigration,
problems encountered, solution, etc. After reading the books aloud in the
classroom setting, lead students to discuss issues such as the following: What
prompts immigrants to leave their homelands to come to America; what
difficulties have been or might be encountered along the way; and how do the
values, talents, and experiences immigrants bring with them benefit our society?

. After several books on immigration have been read aloud and discussed in
individual classrooms, have students vote for their favorite book from this unit.
Working together as a class, in pairs, or individually, students will write a
synopsis of the story, to be shared with the school community during the
Multicultural Book Parade. Teachers may assign some students to research the
author and to write a brief biography highlighting his/her life. Other students may
be asked to research facts about the country represented in the book.

. Assign students to create a poster depicting a “book cover,” which represents the
story the class has chosen to present during the Multicultural Book Parade.
Teachers may choose to assign this task to the beginning-level students of English
in the classroom. Create a giant “book cover” by taping together two large sheets
of poster board. Have students neatly print the book’s title, author, and illustrator
on one side of the poster, and a scene from the book on the other side.

Select two or three students to represent each class during the Multicultural Book
Parade. Two students will carry the poster, and the third student will read the
synopsis of the book, in addition to any information about the author and/or the
country depicted in the book. Have the students practice what they are going to
say in front of their peers. If desired, students may dress up as characters in the
book, or they may wear clothing representing the country depicted in the book.

On the day of the Multicultural Book Parade, have the entire school community,
including students, parents, teachers, administrators, and special guests, gather to




watch the fun. Have the principal or a guest introduce the program, noting that its
purpose is to help everyone to learn more about how immigration benefits our
society. Line up the children in parade fashion in whatever order is most logical
(i.e., by grade level, by countries represented, etc.) Have an introduce the three
representatives from each class, who take turns showing off the poster, sharing the
book synopsis, and telling what they have learned about the benefits of
immigration.

9. At the conclusion of the Multicultural Book Parade, the posters may be collected
and mounted on the walls around the school so that they may be enjoyed for
weeks to come. Pictures of the event may be added to the school’s website.
Stories describing the parade can be written for local newspapers, or personnel
from the local TV station can be invited to do a news story on that evening’s news
program.

Assessment: Ask students what they learned about immigration and how it benefitted our
American society in the past and how it continues to do so today. Generate a list of their
ideas, and have students keep adding to it for several days. Have students write a
persuasive essay or make a speech explaining how immigration benefits society.




