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Miss Bridie Chose a Shovel 

 
Grade Level: Primary School (1st-3rd grades) 

Goal: To teach primary students the value of immigration through the contributions of 
immigrants to American society.  

Objectives: Students will:  

• Listen to a story about immigration.  
• Respond to literature both in writing and in discussions.  
• Research various factors in immigration history.  
• Create block prints to illustrate original stories.  

Materials: A copy of Miss Bridie Chose a Shovel to read to the class (written by Leslie 
Connor, illustrated by Mary Azarian, Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004). Art materials- 
drawing paper, block printing materials (Styrofoam trays, brayers, printing ink), crayons, 
markers, or colored pencils. A world map or globe.  

Procedure: Introduce the book to the students. Ask students what inferences they can 
make about the story from the cover illustration. What is happening? What is the setting 
of the story? What is the time period? Take a picture walk through the book discussing 
the illustrations. What story do the pictures tell? What changes do we see? As they look 
at the pictures, have students write questions about the pictures or story. List questions on 
the board or on chart paper to be answered later.  

Read the story aloud to the class. After reading, ask students if any of their questions 
were answered. Add any new questions they may have about the story to the list. Use the 
following discussion questions if they were not already generated by the students. When 
did Miss Bridie begin her journey? Where did Miss Bridie’s journey begin? Where did 
her journey take her? Why did she go on her journey? Why did Miss Bridie choose a 
shovel instead of one of the other objects she was offered? What does this choice suggest 
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about her character? In what ways is the shovel used in the story? About how many years 
pass during the story? What do we learn about Miss Bridie’s life journey?  

Discuss immigration with the students. What is an immigrant? Why do people immigrate 
to other countries? Ask if the children know anyone who is an immigrant. Discuss some 
of the difficulties immigrants face. Miss Bridie brought a shovel to her new country, what 
are some other things immigrants bring with them? Ask students to name or list some 
things immigrants have brought or contributed to our country.  

Writing Activities: (1) “If Things Could Talk...” Certain objects we have hold a great 
deal of meaning and memory for us. Have students write an essay about an object that is 
important to them. The essay should describe the object, its history, what it represents, 
and what it says about the person who keeps it. (2) “A Journey Taken....” The book 
explores the journey Miss Bridie makes as an immigrant as well as her journey through 
life. Have students write stories describing real or imaginary journeys they have taken.  

Art Activity: Block Printing. Mary Azarian won a Caldecott medal for Snowflake 
Bentley. Her colorful woodcuts richly illustrate the story of Miss Bridie’s journey. 
Discuss the method of print making with the students. Have students illustrate their own 
stories using a similar printing technique. On a flat piece of Styrofoam, like a meat or 
lunch tray (these can also be purchased at craft stores), have students draw an illustration 
for their stories with a ball-point pen. Using a printing brayer, apply a layer of ink over 
the drawing on the Styrofoam and print onto paper. Discuss the fact that the image will 
be reversed on the print and caution the students about writing words on their Styrofoam 
blocks. If brayers and printing ink are not available, try applying a thin layer of tempera 
paint on the Styrofoam and printing.  

Since they can print multiple copies, students can experiment by using multiple colors in 
printing or by using one color and adding other colors with markers or colored pencils. 
Display stories and illustrations.  

Extension Activities: Though the text isn’t specific, from her name and date of 
departure, it can be inferred that Miss Bridie is an Irish immigrant. Have students 
research Irish immigration in the mid 1800s focusing on the reasons for immigration and 
the contribution of the Irish to American culture and society. Locate Ireland on a map or 
globe. Use the internet for a virtual tour of Ireland. Research specific Irish Americans and 
create a “wall of fame” with their biographies and portraits.  

Read and compare other stories about immigration to America. What is the process of 
immigration to the United States? How is the present process different from that in Miss 
Bridie’s time? How is the experience different for people from different places? What 
resources and talents did immigrants bring with them?  

Read Snowflake Bentley, Mary Azarian’s Caldecott award winning book and compare 
the use of illustrations to that of Miss Bridie Chose A Shovel. Each book is a 
collaboration between an author and an illustrator. Have students collaborate in a similar 
way by writing and illustrating stories in pairs.  



Assessment: Discuss or have students write a response to the following: the author, 
Leslie Conner, based this story on her experience in building a house and always having 
her shovel standing in her garden “to show intent.” What intent was shown by Miss 
Bridie when she choose to take a shovel instead of the other objects she was offered? 
How is this story symbolic of the millions of immigrants who have come to America to 
build new lives?  
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