
 

 
American Immigration Law Foundation 

Immigration Curriculum Center Lesson Plan 
 

Honoring Immigrants 
Place Setting Project 

 
Grade Level: 1st – 4th Grades 
 
Goal: Students will explore the journey of an immigrant coming into the United States and 
honor their accomplishments.  
 
Objectives:  

• Students will identify the reasons immigrants come to the United States.  
• Students will describe the journey of an immigrant to the United States and their 

adjustment process.  
• Students will practice interviewing skills.  
• Students will create a place setting representing the life and experiences of an 

immigrant.  
• Students will apply research and write a narrative essay documenting the 

experiences of their immigrant.  
 
Materials:  
 
Art supplies (paint, fabric markers, glue, paper, stickers, plastic gems, beads, etc.)  
Plates  
Placemats  
Napkins  
Glasses  
Napkin rings  
Tableware  
Report covers  
Paper  
Tape recorders  
Recording tapes  
Handouts (attached) 
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Pre-Teaching Activities  
 

1. Prepare students for project by reading texts and doing activities that tell/show how 
and/or why immigrants have come to America.  

 
2. Ellis Island Simulation—Students were put through a simulated process in which 

they had to take numerous tests to be approved or not approved to entrance into the 
U.S.  

3. Journal Entry -Students wrote a journal entry on their experience of entering Ellis 
Island  

 
4. What would I take to America? -Students created their own suitcases and drew 

what they would take with them for their journey to America.  
 

5. Read articles from Immigration Nation then identified reasons immigrants come to 
America  

 
6. Field Trip to Hull House & Northwestern Settlement House -Students explored the 

ways settlement houses in Chicago have helped immigrant adjust in the United 
States.  

 
7. Classroom discussion about the contributions of immigrants to the United States 

after reading several stories about immigrant contributions of Levi Strauss, 
Alexander Graham Bell, and IM Pei.  

 
Texts to Use for pre-teaching:  
 
Jesse Came Across the Sea by Amy Hest  
The Memory Coat by Elvira Woodruff  
The Name Jar by Yang Sook Choi  
Immigrant Kids by Russell Freedman  
How We Are Smart by W. Nikola Lisa  
Coolies by Yin  
Who Belongs Here? An American Story by Mary Bums Knight  
Immigration Nation  
 
Outline of Project:  
 

1. Give students instructions for Place Setting project.  
2. Model for students how to do an interview. Give students guide questions.  
3. Give students outline of narrative essay and graphic organizer to organize 

information from interview.  
4. Assign immigrants to students who do not know someone at home to interview.  
5. Students will borrow tape recorders to take home or use at school to interview 

immigrants.  
6. Students will record interview with their immigrant using a list of guide questions 

previously given to them.  
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7. Students will listen to their interview and organize information in a writing graphic 
organizer.  

8. Students will write first draft of essay, revised and edited copies, and final draft. 
Final draft will be put into a report cover to be displayed with place setting later.  

9. When finished with essay, students will begin putting together place setting.  
10. Students will draw design of place setting to be turned into the teacher for approval.  
11. Students will choose items to use to create their place setting -glass, placemat, 

plate, napkin, etc. Students may bring pictures and items from home to decorate 
place setting.  

12. Place settings will be displayed at our final dinner and in an empty classroom for 
the school to see.  

13. Students will give their assigned immigrant an invitation to the Honoring 
Immigrants Banquet.  

14. At the banquet, students will show off their place settings to their parents, 
immigrants, and school staff. Students will also be asked to read parts of their 
essays and poems about their immigrants.  

 
*Later on, students will show other classes within the school their projects.  
 
Assessment  
Project is worth 120 points.  
10 points -Interview  
40 points -Essay  
10 points -Place Setting Design Paper  
20 points -Place Setting  
10 points -Art Piece or Poem  
10 points -Participation at Banquet or Presentation at School  
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Honoring Immigrants 
Place Setting Project 

 
Place Setting Project 
 
You have to create a place setting that represents your immigrant and their experiences of 
coming to America. You will design the place setting. You can add decorations and 
colors to the items in your place setting. Feel free to put pictures and picture frames and 
other cultural items around your place setting. 
 
Examples: 
 
If your immigrant came to the United States by boat, then you might want to draw/paint 
boats on their plate. 
 
If your immigrant found out that he/she loves hot dogs when he/she came here, you 
should put a picture of a hot dog in the middle of his/her plate. 
 
If your immigrant loves drinking tea, you might want to put a tea cup on their place 
setting. 
 
Miss Nicandro will give you a place setting planning sheet. When your place setting 
design is approved, she will give you an order form to order what you need.  
 
What I need to do: 
 

1. Choose or Find an immigrant to interview 
2. Interview my immigrant 
3. Write an essay about my immigrant by following Miss Nicandro’s guide 
4. Draw and color my design for place setting 
5. Get my design 
6. Create and put together my place setting 
7. If time, create a poem or art piece for my immigrant 
8. Attend our Honoring Immigrants banquet at the end of April 
9. Give a speech or read a poem about your immigrant 

 
 
Points 
Interview  10 points 
Essay 40 points 
Place Setting Design 10 points 
Place Setting 40 points 
Art Piece/Poem 10 points 
Participation at Banquet 10 points 
 
Total 120 points for this project 
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Interview Questions: 
  
Use these questions to guide you. Your interview should be like a conversation. If you 
have other questions as you get 'answers, feel free to ask them. You don't have to stick to 
the list. These are just suggested questions.  
  

1. What is your name (first and last)?  
 

2. What country did you immigrate from?  
 

3. Who did you immigrate with?  
 

4. When did you immigrate to the United States?  
 

5. How did you get to the United States (transportation)?  
 

6. Why did you immigrate?  
 

7. What was it like in your previous country?  
 

8. Did you decide to immigrate or did someone decide for you?  
 

9. What did you think the U.S. would be like before you got h2r'27,  
 

10. What did you bring with you when you came? (include things you brought over 
later) Why did you choose those things?  

 
11. Did you stay with anyone when you came? If so, who?  

 
12. How did you feel when you arrived in the U.S.?  

 
13. What was difficult for you when you came?  

 
14. Did you speak English when you came or did you have to learn?  

 
15. How did you find a place to live?  

 
16. How did you find a job?  

 
17. Did you go to school here in the U.S.?  

 
18. What job do you have now? Do you like it? Why?  

 
19. Are you a U.S. citizen? When did you become a citizen? What did you have to do 

to become a citizen?  
 

20. Do you regret immigrating to the U.S.?  
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21. What traditions did you bring with you to the United States?  
 

22. Why is it important for you to keep your cultural traditions alive?  
 

23. Do you feel that immigrants are treated well in America?  
 

24. What are your feelings about immigration in our country today?  
 

25. Do you have kids?  
 

26. Are you teaching your kids about your culture?  
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Interview Recording Instructions:  
 

1. Before beginning the interview, make sure your questions are out and ready. Also, 
make sure your tape is labeled with your name on it on side A.  

 
2. Put your tape in the tape recorder. Make sure that side A is facing you.  

 
3. Do a quick test.  

 
4. Press the record and play button at the same time.  

 
5. Wait 1 minute then say TEST 1 TEST 2 TEST 3 TEST 4 TEST 5 TEST 6 TEST 7 

TEST 8 TEST 9 TEST 10  
 

6. Press stop and then rewind.  
 

7. Press play. If you here yourself saying TEST then you know your tape recorder is 
recording.  

 
8. After you hear the test, stop the tape.  

 
9. Then to record your interview, press the play and record button at the same time.  

 
10. When your interview is finished, press stop.  

 
11. To listen to your interview, just rewind the tape and listen.  
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Immigrant Essay - A Biography  
 
After interviewing your immigrant, you will write a 5 paragraph narrative essay about the 
life of your immigrant. You are basically writing a biography about them. The 
biographies will be put in a special report cover and will be displayed the day of the 
banquet. We will also copy them and put them all together in one big book. Here is how 
you need to write the essay:  
 
Introduction  
 

1. Super Starter  
a. Use an interesting quote -something they said  
b. Tell what you thought about him/her when you met for the first time  
c. An exciting moment they have had  

2. Introduce your immigrant.  
3. Tell their name, age, when and where he/she was born.  
4. Make a statement about what their life was like in their other country.  
5. Make a statement about what their journey was like.  
6. Make a statement about their life in America.  

 
First Body Paragraph - Life in his/her First Country  

1. Tell about what his/her life was like in their previous country.  
a. Don't forget to use FEELINGS and EMOTIONS  
b. Don't forget to use Transitions and Time and Order Words  
c. Describe where he/she lived  

i. What kind of area (suburban, rural, urban)?  
ii. What kind of home (house, apartment, etc)?  

iii. Where? (What city or town?)  
d. What were the conditions like?  
e. Who did he/she live with?  
f. What job(s) did he/she have? Did he/she like his/her job?  
g. What were some cultural things he/she did?  
h. Last sentence should tell if they miss their previous country. Why or Why 

not?  
 
Second Body Paragraph - Arrival in America  

1. Describe his/her journey to the United States  
a. Don't forget to use FEELINGS and EMOTIONS  
b. Don't forget to use Transitions and Time and Order Words  
c. Why did he/she decide to leave?  
d. When did he/she leave?  
e. What form of transportation did he/she use to get here?  
f. What was the journey/trip like? Hard?  
g. Did he/she come alone?  
h. Who did he/she come with?  
i. Was he/she afraid to leave? Why? Or Why not?  
j. Did he/she stay with anyone when they arrived?  
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k. Where did he/she live upon arrival?  
l. Was it difficult to adjust?  
m. Does he/she speak English? If not, how did they communicate?  
n. What did he/she bring with them? Was there anything special he/she 

brought that is very special? Why is it special?  
 
Third Body Paragraph - Life in the United States  

1. Tell about his/her life now  
a. What job does he/she have?  
b. Did he/she go to school? Is he/she going to school now?  
c. What does he/she like about America?  
d. Does he/she regret moving to America? Why or Why not?  
e. What has he/she learned since moving to America?  
f. Does he/she think Americans treat immigrants well?  

 
Conclusion  

1. Tell what you think about the experiences of your immigrant  
2. Tell what you have learned about immigrants or immigration after doing the 

interview  
3. Tell what you think of your immigrant.  

a. What do you like about him/her?  
b. What do you admire about him/her?  
c. Are you proud of him/her? Why?  
d. Is there a characteristic trait to describe her/her? Why did you choose that 

characteristic?  
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Introduction Information  
 

 
 
 
Body Paragraph - Before Immigration    
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Body Paragraph – Journey to America  
 

 
 
 
 
Body Paragraph – Life in the United States 
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Conclusion – My Thoughts about My Immigrant and his/her Experience  
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PROJECT REPORT 
 
 
March 24, 2008  
 
Dear Friends and Family,  
 
As most of you know, I am a teacher in one of the Chicago Public Schools. I currently 
have a 3rd/4th grade class of 27 students at Peabody School. I am writing to you because I 
could use your assistance in an upcoming project.  
 
This school year (2007-2008), I won a $700 grant from the American Immigration Law 
Foundation to do a project focusing on immigration. My students have already been 
introduced to the topic, and we've done some projects and activities that have taught them 
about immigrant experiences. For example, this last fall we did an Ellis Island simulation 
where my students had to go through the process of coming into America via Ellis Island. 
They had to go through different examinations and fill out paperwork. They had a 
wonderful time and learned quite a bit.  
 
What I need your help with is my upcoming project called "Honoring Immigrants." I am 
looking for immigrants who I feel are good role models for my students. I want them to 
see what you have accomplished and to understand your experience of coming to the 
United States. Each of my students will need to interview an immigrant. We are currently 
creating a list of questions together to ask you. Also, if possible we would like 
interviewees to provide pictures and/or memorabilia/cultural items (that will be copied or 
displayed and returned to you in good condition) from when they were living in their 
previous countries. After being interviewed, my students will write an essay about you 
and your immigrant experience, hard work, and accomplishments. They will also create a 
table place setting and possible an art project that represents you and your experiences 
that will be put on display at my school. To culminate the project, we will invite all the 
interviewees and students to a banquet (where dinner will be provided) to honor all of 
you where the students (who want to) will read an essay or poem honoring you.  
 
So, I am asking if you can be an immigrant interviewee. You have accomplished a lot in 
your life and have worked hard and overcome obstacles. You deserve to be honored for 
that. Here is the breakdown of what I need interviewees to do.  
 
Schedule an interview with the student, preferably in person. I'd like the student to see 
you and get to know you. Let me know when you can be available. Our school day is 
from 9:00 am -2:45 PM. I can also schedule interviews for 8:00 or 8:30 am and have the 
student come in early. If this is not possible, we can do the interview via phone or my 
email. The interview needs to be done no later than April 11, 2008 so that the student has 
time to write their essay and create their place setting.  
 
If possible, provide photos or items that show your experiences. They will be returned to 
you in good condition. If they are photos we will make copies of them and return the 
photo to you as quickly as possible.  
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Join us (if possible) for our banquet. The dinner banquet will take place April 29th at 6:00 
PM at our school. More details will follow later.  
 
Please let me know as soon as possible if you can participate in our project. If you have 
any other questions, please contact me by phone at (773) 534-4170 or by email at 
nicandrop@comcast.net. The students are very excited to do this project. We hope you 
can be a part of it.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Pamela Nicandro  
3rd/4th grade teacher  
Peabody School  
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