American Immigration Law Foundation
Immigration Curriculum Center Lesson Plan

Ilustrious Immigrants
Grade Level: 1% — 4" Grades

Goal:

Students will develop an appreciation of the varied social, cultural, economic, artistic,
and political contributions made by immigrants through a research and technological
process that culminates in the production of an iMovie visit to a virtual immigration.

Objectives:
Students will:
e Become aware of the steps in the research process and use a variety of literary and
technological resources to locate information.
e Recognize immigrants as positive role models who overcame adversities or social
and economic obstacles while striving to utilize personal talents and abilities.
e Develop an awareness of the myriad number of contributions made by immigrants
to American culture.
e Cultivate speaking and presentation skills.
e Enlarge their knowledge of varied historical epochs and the socio-cultural
conditions that promoted immigration or a spirit of nativism.
e Create visual representations of well-known immigrants in portrait fashion.
e Analyze and summarize important aspects of each immigrant's life for inclusion
in the iMovie and the concluding postcard activity.

Materials:

Biographical and historical books and online resources art prints, musical scores, and
other artifacts that pertain to immigrants being studied; varied art media including
pencils, pastels, papers and index cards; overhead projector; digital video camera and
computer.




Procedures:

1.

Teacher identified varied immigrants suitable for study and assigns these individuals
to the students. Due to the prevalence of sports enthusiasm among students,
individuals involved in sports were not included in order to create a more balanced
awareness of accomplishments in other arenas.

A representative of the National Archives and Records Administration Southwest
Regional Office provided background knowledge regarding the causes of the major
waves of immigration and the difficulties associated with the passage and arrival in
the United States. The students viewed an interactive video presentation involving
varied scenarios of immigrant arrivals and played a decision-making role in
determining the outcome of the immigrants' entries into the United States.

Teacher read several books on immigration, the creation and symbolism of the Statue
of Liberty, and the history of Ellis Island. Students visited websites for additional
background information on the immigration experience.

Curricular connections were made between the immigration experience and the
Roman Catholic's teachings regarding social justice. During religion studies, the
scriptural directive in Deuteronomy 10: 19 (You also must love foreigners, because
you once were foreigners in Egypt.) was discussed in order for students to recognize
the long-standing tendencies toward nativism among majority cultural groups.

A letter to parents outlined the learning objectives, responsibilities of the students,
and timeline for completion of the activities (copy attached). Immigrants for study in
the following fields were assigned. The students were given project action steps to
guide them in their research and a biographical information sheet to aid in the
identification of pertinent information.

Art and Architecture

Albert Bierstadt -Germany

John James Audubon -Haiti

Ben Shahn -Lithuania

Willem De Koonig -Netherlands
Pierre Charles L'Enfant -France
I M Pei -China

Claes Oldenburg -Sweden
Edward Steichen -Luxemburg

Science

David Ho -Taiwan

Werner von Braun -Germany
Hyman G. Rickover -Russia
Alexander Graham Bell -Scotland

Albert Einstein —Germany
Enrico Fermi -Italy

John Muir -Scotland
Alfred Adler -Austria
Edward Teller -Hungary

Journalism

Joseph Pulitzer -Hungary
Max Frankel -Germany
John Peter Zenger -Germany

Literature

Isaac Asimov -Russia
Kahlil Gibran -Lebanon
Elie Wiesel -Romania




Entertainment

Harry Houdini -Hungary

Bob Hope -England

Lee Strasberg -Austria/Ukraine
Claudette Colbert -France
Alfred Hitchcock -England

Military

John Paul Jones -England

Casimir Pulaski -Poland Carl Schurz -
Germany

Religion

Father Edward Flanagan -Ireland
Cardinal John Neumann -Czech
Republic

Mother Cabrini -Italy

Rose Philippine Duchesne -France

Music

Irving Berlin -Russia
Arthur Rubinstein -Poland
Igor Stravinsky -Russia

Yo-Yo Ma-France
Itzhak Perlman -Israel
Heinrich Steinweg -Germany

Business

Levi Strauss -Germany
Andrew Carnegie -Scotland
John Jacob Astor -Germany
Wolfgang Puck -Austria
Liz Claiborne -Belgium

Technology
An Wang -China
Jerry Yang -Taiwan

Politics

Arnold Schwarzenegger -Austria
Felix Frankfurter -Austria

Thomas Paine -England

John Kenneth Galbraith -Canada
Madeline Albright -Czech Republic
Henry Kissinger -Germany

6.

Immigrant photographs or drawings were located in books or from online sources. A
photocopy of the immigrants was copied on a transparency. The transparency was
enlarged using an overhead projector to allow the students to create the portraits for
the virtual museum. The students were able to discuss their findings while drawing
the pencil sketches of the immigrants. This allowed the teacher to ascertain the
progress made in developing an adequate understanding of each immigrant's life and
achievements. The students worked in pairs to complete the portraits that served as
the background in the iMovie.

Students made drafts of their oral presentations for the iMovie. When two students
were studying the same individual, the students worked to develop an oral
presentation that would not duplicate information.

In order to assess the overall understanding of the students, a 5 X 8 index card was
used to create a postcard from the Fort Worth Museum of Hlustrious Immigrants. The
students illustrated the immigrant in an appropriate historical setting with background
details that related to the immigrant's life or work. The other side of the postcard was
used to write a message about what the student had learned about the immigrant on
his or her visit to the virtual museum. Students dressed in costumes reflecting their
immigrant and participated in the iMovie filming. All students later sang Irving
Berlin's God Bless America as part of the production.




Assessment:

An assessment portfolio noted the student's involvement at each stage of research and
development related to completion, accuracy, and effort. Self-assessment by the students
and remarks by parents indicated that the students had learned a great deal about the
numerous famous Americans who had immigrant beginnings and the challenges those
immigrants of the past and present face.




(DATE)
Dear Parents,

The second grade is beginning its study of the immigration experience and its effect on
our American culture. Our activities will begin with each student studying the life of a
famous immigrant in order to participate in a hands-on creation of an iMovie. The
accomplishments of numerous famous, and some not so famous, immigrants will be
noted in a simulated visit to a virtual museum. Students will assume the identities of the
immigrants and gather as groups of artists, scientists, writers, entertainers, and other
fields to discuss their varied social and cultural contributions.

Each student will be asked to locate information on a famous individual. There may not
be abundant information written at the second grade level, so parental assistance will be
needed in locating suitable information from technological sources. The students may
begin researching their famous immigrant and reading about his or her accomplishments
in order to prepare to meet in small discussion groups. Biographical information about
the immigrant's youth, immigration experiences, professional development, and historical
or cultural significance would all make useful contributions to our discussions. The
students may bring in any materials they locate, but they should have read the
information at home and have a basic understanding of the immigrant's life and
accomplishments. The movie will be filmed in the later part of February and will be
shown to all the students on Ellis Island Day in March. Students will create a costume
reflecting the immigrant for the filming. The iMovie will be on the school's web site so
the parents can view the completed project.

The students will begin meeting in small groups divided according to the
accomplishments of their immigrant next week on Tuesday, January 24. This is a
preliminary discussion that will allow them to meet their fellow immigrants and share
some background information. The students will receive guidelines for researching their
immigrants and preparing for the filming at that time. The filmed presentations will be
brief and the student will be able to use note cards if needed. I will be meeting with the
students to help them develop their presentations during February.

There are very limited numbers of female immigrants so girls may receive the name of a
man and be identified as the wife, daughter, sister, or friend of a male immigrant. If a
student does not wish to have a speaking role, there will be opportunities for participation
in extension activities.

I look forward to meeting with the students next week on Tuesday to discuss the project.
Please contact me via email if you have questions after receiving additional explanatory
materials next week.

Thank you for your support in implementing this learning opportunity.




Student Name

Immigrant Name

Illustrious Immigrants Project Action Steps

1. Look for books, computer articles and other information about your
immigrant. Some of the immigrants have many sources of
information, but some are only on the computer or in encyclopedias.

2. Work with you parent on reading and understanding the important
contributions of the immigrant. Learn as much as you can about what
this person has accomplished.

3. Complete the biographical information sheet as completely as
possible. This sheet should be completed by February 15.

4. Begin planning a costume that reflects the immigrant's historical era
and career or field of accomplishment for the filming of the iMovie.
Each student will receive a schedule indicating what day in late
February or March that they will participate in the filming. Some
students will serve as representatives of the museum during the
filming.

5. Students will participate in the creation of a backdrop for the iMovie
creating a mural that displays portraits of the immigrants. Students
will design a postcard from the virtual museum that highlights one or
more of the immigrants’ accomplishments. The materials and
directions for the postcards will be provided and given to the students
in February. These items and other objects may be incorporated into
the iMovie.




Student Name

Immigrant Name

Biographical Information for Illustrious Immigrants Project

1. Birthplace and birthdate

2. Date arrived in United States of America

3. Age at time of arrival in the USA

4. Reason for immigration

5. Immigrant settled and lived in

6. Grew up and went to school in

7. Education or training

8. Job or occupation

9. Contributions to America and the world




Ilustrious Immigrants:
A Digital Gallery of Cultural Contributions

Immigration Curriculum Project 2005-2006.
Teacher Grant Program

Implementation of the Illustrious Immigrants project, funded in part by the American
Immigration Law Foundation, began with an extensive amount of background research
conducted by the teacher. Numerous celebrity immigrants were reviewed in order to
determine their suitability for inclusion in this academic unit of study. Despite significant
effort, only a limited number of female immigrants were located who met the teacher's
subjective standards of appropriateness for inclusion in the unit. Once the immigrants to
be studied were identified, this information was shared with the librarian in order for her
to locate and purchase biographical materials suitable for primary students. The teacher
communicated with the parents regarding their supportive responsibilities in the project,
as many of the immigrants are not notorieties about whom much has been written that is
at a child's reading level. Consequently, online resources were used extensively and
parents were asked to screen information when working with the students to develop a
good comprehension of each immigrant's life.

Seventy-eight second graders participated in the project. Many of the students worked in
pairs to research an individual in order to balance the skills each student brought to the
project. The grant recipient worked extensively with two other second grade teachers
assisting students with their presentations based on their research notes. The research
process itself was a novel learning activity for the children. The students practiced
retelling the important details of each immigrant's life while working on the portraits that
formed the backdrops in the virtual museum. The majority of the students were able to
complete the summative activity of creating a postcard from the gift shop of the museum,
but others failed to do so because of other academic demands and a slow rate of
productivity.

The purpose of this project was to familiarize young students with the significant cultural
contributions that have been made by immigrants to the United States. The quote by
President John F. Kennedy, "Everywhere immigrants have enriched and strengthened the
fabric of American life," was echoed throughout the study in order to reinforce this
concept. This theme also corresponded to the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church,
which promotes the preferential support of immigrants. The concept of creating a
supportive community is taught extensively at Saint Andrew School, so it was natural for
the students to grasp the concept of inclusiveness as opposed to the spirit of nativism that
often prevails in today's media.

The students, the parents, and the teachers all agreed that the children enjoyed
participating in the project. The students enlarged their historical and cultural
perspectives and demonstrated an increased awareness of and sensitivity toward the
challenges that immigrants face in the majority culture.




