American Immigration Law Foundation
Immigration Curriculum Center Lesson Plan

Stories of Immigration

Grade Level: 7" - 8" Grades

Goal: Teach secondary grade students the value of immigration through selected
literature. Increase student awareness of the important historical periods of immigration
and the effects of these events on America.

Objectives: Each student should write an essay on at least one of major themes presented
in the book, as specified by the teacher. In addition, students should prepare an oral report
to present to the class on a similar book they read about the Holocaust.

Students will:

Research the Holocaust and events of World War 11

Read No Pretty Pictures by Anita Lobel

Create a literary map of the locations to which Anita and her brother travel.
Understand the "push-pull™ factors of immigration and the various reasons people
migrate.

Collaborate with other students to research, write and illustrate their own
children's book.

Materials: Selected books & maps of Europe.

Procedure:

1.

Introduce the unit and concept of the Holocaust by reading Terrible Things by
Eve Bunting. Discuss this allegory and how it relates to the Holocaust. Have
students list what they know about the Holocaust. With the students, create a
general chronology of the events of World War 1l. Have students examine a map
of Europe to identify Germany and Poland and locate Krakow and Auschwitz.

Read the book No Pretty Pictures by Anita Lobel. This book may be best read in
segments, giving students an opportunity for discussion and questions as they



http://www.amazon.com/No-Pretty-Pictures-Child-War/dp/0380732858/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1198263975&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/No-Pretty-Pictures-Child-War/dp/0380732858/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1198263975&sr=1-1

3.

5.

read. Read both the prologue and the epilogue aloud with the students. Compare
and contrast these sections and the perspective the author uses in each. Questions
determined by the teacher should be asked after each reading section is
completed.

As students read the book, have them keep a list of the locations to which Anita
and her brother travel. For each location have the student write a paragraph
describing the place, events and people at that location.

Using the internet and other sources, research stories of recent immigrants to the
U.S. Have each student find an example of a "pull™ immigrant (those people
seeking educational and economic opportunities), and a "push” immigrant
(individuals forced to leave their country due to political or religious persecution.)

Assign an illustrated children's book project for the students. Partner two students
and instruct them as a team to choose a topic and research it fully using various
resources. Then one partner becomes the author and the other the illustrator.
Before beginning, discuss the importance of collaboration for a successful
product.

Assessment: Review the immigration unit with the students. Discuss the events of World
War Il and the reasons for mass immigration, especially to America. Tests or quizzes can
also be given to assess the student's knowledge of the material presented.
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