American Immigration Law Foundation
Immigration Curriculum Center Lesson Plan

Immigration Today

Grade Level: 4" - 6" Grade

Goal: To allow middle grade students to develop their communications skills as speakers
and writers as they discover how American immigrants continue to contribute positively

to the American way of life.

Objectives: After researching their own family immigration history, the class will

produce a videotape program featuring interviews with American immigrants. Students

will also exchange letters with students who have recently immigrated to the U.S.
Students will:

e Research and family history by asking parents about their family's ancestors.

o Create a family tree or timeline

e Write questions for interviews of American immigrants

« Conduct interviews on-camera

o Write essay taking a position about immigration today in the U.S.
Materials: Video camera (VHS or digital). Edit with VCR or computer (I-Movie).

Procedure:

1. Discuss immigration with the class using books and videos on the subject. Refer

to the AILF website for appropriate materials. Have students determine how
immigrants have contributed to the growth of this country in the past. Have

students research their own families and create a family tree or timeline dating

back to their own ancestors coming to America. Have students present these
reports to the class.

2. Pose the question: Are immigrants still contributing to our country? Students will

wonder if immigration is still necessary today.




3. Write to parents and ask staff members to recommend immigrants for video
interviews. Prepare students by teaching them how to conduct an interview.
(Good eye contact, good listening skills, ability to be flexible and ask follow-up
questions)

4. Students write questions that get people talking. (sample: Why did you leave your
homeland? What was the immigration process like? What contributions have you
made to this country?)

5. Schedule interviews at school or off campus. Limit interviews to 2-3 students
asking questions.

6. Videotape the interviews. Have students send letters to students attending other
schools who have recently come to the United States. Arrange this with E.S.L.
teachers who work in other schools. The letters should contain a brief description
of the writer, a description of the "Immigration Today" project and questions for
the young immigrant recipient. Responses may also be read on the video.

7. Edit the interviews and create a video program highlighting the immigrant
responses.

Assessment: Students respond to the essay question "Why is Immigration still an
important aspect to our country's growth and well-being?"
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