
 
American Immigration Law Foundation 

Immigration Curriculum Center Lesson Plan 
 

Issues in Immigration 
MODULE THREE: LOST CHILDHOODS-UNACCOMPANIED 

CHILDREN 
 

Grade Level: High School (10th - 12th grade) 

Goal: To teach secondary students conflicts, myths and facts about immigration and 
immigrants. Increase student awareness about immigration issues. 

Objectives: Students will develop their critical thinking, research, and presentation skills. 

Specifically, students will: 

• Assess the effects of various policies and laws relating to immigration.  
• Delineate the push-pull factors that affect immigration and emigration.  
• Describe the five patterns of minority group treatment by majority groups 

(assimilation, pluralism, subjugation, population transfer, genocide).  
• Identify and evaluate conflict and cooperation among social groups and 

organizations in United States and world history.  
• Explain the consequence of xenophobia and other forms of social distancing.  

Materials:  

Computers with Internet Access. Subscriptions to Thomson Gale Student Resource 
Center-Gold, Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center, Facts.com and SIRS Knowledge 
Source.  
Slipping Through the Cracks by Rosa Ehrenreich 
The Children We Remember by Chana Byers Abells 
 
Procedure:  

1. Students will read, "Crossing Borders Alone: The Treatment of Unaccompanied 
Children in the United States" by Jacqueline Bhabha and respond through a text 
rendering.  

 

http://www.amazon.com/Slipping-Through-Cracks-Unaccompanied-Naturalization/dp/1564322092/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1215811425&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Children-Remember-Chana-Byers-Abells/dp/0064437779/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1215811470&sr=1-2
http://www.ailf.org/ipc/policy_reports_2004_CrossingBordersAlone.asp
http://www.ailf.org/ipc/policy_reports_2004_CrossingBordersAlone.asp


2. Students will respond to images of Loss and Lost Childhoods. (Image Response 
Form). 

 
3. Students will listen to The Children We Remember by Chana Byers Abells and 

respond by brainstorming about how other "Lost Childhoods" might be 
represented through simple picture books. 

 
4. Students will begin researching the issue of Unaccompanied Children. Students 

will consult six sources, using online subscription services and the Internet about 
Unaccompanied Children. Students will develop a picture book along the lines of 
The Children We Remember to raise public awareness about Unaccompanied 
Children. 

 
Extension Activities:  
Students will read "The Dream Act" and respond by drafting their own law about 
Unaccompanied Children.  
 
Culminating Activity: Development of a Picture Book 
 
Assessment: Provide checklists and rubrics to assess responses and picture book. 
Quizzes or tests may also be given to assess students' knowledge of material in the unit. 
 



Photographic/Image 
Analysis Form 

Objective 
Observation 

Subjective 
Observation 

Knowledge Deduction 

Describe what you 
see in the image – 
the forms and 
structures, the 
arrangement of the 
various elements. 
Avoid personal 
feelings or 
interpretations. Your 
description should 
help someone who 
has not seen the 
image to visualize it. 

Describe your 
personal feelings, 
associations, and 
judgments about the 
image. Always 
anchor your 
subjective response 
in something that is 
seen. For example, "I 
see…, and it makes 
me think of…" 

Prior knowledge 
based on experience, 
study, assumptions, 
and intuitions. 

What you can 
conclude. 

   

   

   
   

   

   

   
   

   
   
  

      

Questions: What questions does this photograph raise? What else would 
you need to know?  

    

   

   

Adapted from  The Library of Congress: The Learning Page 

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/98/brady/photo.html  

 

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/98/brady/photo.html
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