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Washington D.C. – The American Immigration Council applauds the “Gang of Eight” Senators who have 
introduced the "Border Security, Economic Opportunity and Immigration Modernization Act."  The 
Senators and their staff have been working tirelessly, for months, to create a bi-partisan solution that 
attempts to fix our broken immigration system. The Senate is to be commended for having the courage to 
lean into this difficult issue and bring forth a detailed and comprehensive proposal. In addition, labor and 
business groups should be acknowledged for their role in negotiating, in advance, some of the toughest 
sticking points to help ensure a smooth path through Congress.  

In the coming days and weeks as the bill is analyzed and debated, there will be many who criticize both 
the policy remedies in the bill, as well as the sheer length of the legislation. It is important to keep in mind, 
however, that developing a comprehensive solution requires striking a delicate balance between a 
diverse cross section of stakeholders and impacted constituencies. Furthermore, the dysfunctional 
system that we have developed over the past two decades is in dire need of deep and precise reforms. 
While there will be fair criticisms of some of the bill’s contents it is important to keep the spirit of the 
debate productive and to ensure room for compromise.  

“The Senate has been working for months and the country has been waiting for years for this kind of 
broad and deep immigration reform legislation. Introduction of this bill will launch a critical debate on how 
best to reform our broken immigration system,” said Benjamin Johnson, Executive Director of the 
American Immigration Council. “These Senators are confronting the critical immigration challenges we 
face and are due a great deal of credit. There is much more work ahead but our hope is that all members 
of Congress will set aside old thinking and divisions and do what is right for American families, workers, 
and businesses.”   

We look forward to the House of Representatives engaging constructively in the process and continuing 
to advance positive reforms, as well as ongoing support from the White House. 
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For more information, contact Wendy Feliz at wfeliz@immcouncil.org or 202-507-7524. 
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