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The Economic and Political 
Clout of Immigrants



8.6% of all 
registered voters 
in 2006 were 
“New Americans”



• Businesses owned by 
Latinos and Asians 
comprised nearly 
12% of all U.S. 
businesses, had sales 
of $549 billion and 
employed 3.7 million 
workers in 2002



• The purchasing power of Latino and Asian 
consumers totaled $1.5 trillion in 2008 and is 
projected to reach $2.2 trillion by 2013



Immigrants do not compete for the same job 
with the majority of natives, but usually 
“complement” the native-born workforce



Immigration as a whole Immigration as a whole 
increases the U.S. Gross increases the U.S. Gross 
Domestic Product Domestic Product 
roughly $37 billion each roughly $37 billion each 
yearyear



Immigrants are an integral part of the U.S. labor force 
accounting for roughly 40% of workers in “farming, 
fishing, and forestry”; and 30% in “building and 
grounds cleaning and maintenance”



Immigrants are a large and growing share of the Immigrants are a large and growing share of the 
U.S. population with a rise from 7.9% of the U.S. U.S. population with a rise from 7.9% of the U.S. 
population in 1990 to 12.6% in 2007.population in 1990 to 12.6% in 2007.
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