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While attempting to reform the nation's health care system, both Congress and the White House are
facing considerable pressure to include immigration-related restrictions that are long on rhetoric and
short on results. Faced with pressure from the right and immigration restrictionists, the new Senate
mark includes over-the-top measures to exclude illegal immigrants and restrict the participation of
legal immigrants. These poor policies are nonsensical, do not protect public health, and will
undoubtedly result in the exclusion of U.S. citizens. Furthermore, inclusion of these provisions has
failed to win support of the very critics they were trying to appease.
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