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Immigrants in Illinois hold a considerable amount of voting clout, according to a new census study to

to be released Thursday by the Immigration Policy Center in Washington.

Wendy Sefsaf, with the American Immigration Council, says the study found more than six million

voters registered in Illinois, and one in ten of those voters is either an immigrant or a child of an

immigrant. That's well over a half-million potential voters, and Sefsaf says they could be a powerful

force - if they get out and cast ballots on election day next month.

"Absolutely. I mean when ten percent of all registered voters in Illinois are immigrants or the children

of immigrants, they certainly have a big political muscle that they can begin to use."

Sefsaf says studies showed that immigrants did have a big impact on the last Presidential election.

"So we know that they can actually swing elections in key districts and in key states."
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