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Five Myths About Immigration: Common Misconceptions
Underlying U.S. Border-Enforcement Policy

The current crisis of undocumented immigration to the United States has its roots in fundamental
misunderstandings about the causes of immigration and the motivations of immigrants. A growing
body of evidence indicates that current border enforcement policies are based on mistaken
assumptions and have failed. Undocumented migrants continue to come to the United States, rates
of apprehension are at all-time lows, and migrants are settling in the United States at higher rates
than ever before. Developing effective and realistic immigration policies requires overcoming five
basic myths about immigration.
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