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Unequal Access: Immigrants and U.S. Health Care

Despite the important role that immigrants play in the U.S. economy, they disproportionately lack

health insurance and receive fewer health services than native-born Americans. Some policymakers

have called for limits on immigrants' access to health insurance, particularly Medicaid, which are

even more stringent than those already in place. However, policies that restrict immigrants' access

to some health care services lead to the inefficient and costly use of other services (such as

emergency room care) and negatively impact public health.
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