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Attracting the Best and the Brightest: The Promise and
Pitfalls of a Skill-Based Immigration Policy

One question that recently received heightened attention from lawmakers is whether or not
immigrants should be admitted to the United States less on the basis of family ties and more on the
basis of the skills they can contribute to the U.S. economy. Although some of the practices
associated with a point-based immigration system might benefit the U.S. economy, policymakers
should be careful not to assume that such a system would be a panacea for the widespread
dysfunction of U.S. immigration policies.
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