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U.S. Immigration Policy in Global Perspective:
International Migration in OECD Countries

Despite the U.S.’s huge and flexible labor market and its abundance of leading-edge multinational
corporations and world-class universities, it faces growing competition for skilled labor from other
countries. This situation underscores the need to revamp U.S. immigration policies to make them
more responsive to the demands of an increasingly competitive global economy. One possibility is to
replace the H1-B visa program for highly skilled foreign professionals with a quality-selective regime
like the point-based systems in Australia, Canada, and New Zealand.
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