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New Report on Asylum Work Authorization “Clock”
Released

Released on Fri, Feb 12, 2010

Washington, D.C. - Today, Penn State Law’s Center for Immigrants’ Rights and the American
Immigration Council’s Legal Action Center released a new study, "Up Against the Clock: Fixing the
Broken Employment Authorization Asylum Clock."” [1] The report examines the laws, policy, and
practice of the “Employment Authorization Document (EAD) asylum clock”— a clock which measures
the number of days after an applicant files an asylum application before the applicant is eligible for
work authorization. The law requires asylum applicants to wait 150 days after filing an application to
apply for a work permit and in some instances, permits the government to extend this waiting period
by “stopping the clock” for certain incidents caused by the applicant. Nevertheless, the report
reveals that applicants often wait much longer than the legally permitted timeframe to receive a
work permit.
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