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The Economic Benefit of International Students 

$26.8 billion Contributed; 340,000 U.S. Jobs Supported 

 
Economic Analysis for Academic Year 2013-2014 

 

International students and their families created or supported 340,000 jobs and contributed $26.8 

billion to the U.S. economy during the 2013-2014 academic year, according to NAFSA’s latest 

economic analysis. 

 

For every 7 international students enrolled, 3 U.S. jobs are created or supported by 

spending occurring in the following sectors: higher education, accommodation, dining, retail, 

transportation, telecommunications, and health insurance. The following report includes a 

detailed state-level and congressional district analysis. 

 

The economic contributions of international students are in addition to the immeasurable 

academic and cultural value these students bring to our campuses and local communities.  

International students: 

 Build bridges between Americans and other nationalities; 

 Bring global perspectives into U.S. classrooms and research labs; 

 Support U.S. innovation through science and engineering coursework, making it 

possible for U.S. colleges and universities to offer these courses to U.S. students; and 

 Support programming and services on campus for all students by paying out-of-state 

tuition, funded largely by non-U.S. sources. 

Access NAFSA’s International Student Economic Value Tool at: 

http://www.nafsa.org/economicvalue to view more detailed data, analysis, and methodology, 

including: 

 

 U.S. Congressional district analysis 

 State-level analysis 

 U.S. Regional analysis 

 Ten-year trend data 

 

By any measure, international education makes a significant contribution. 

http://www.nafsa.org/policy
http://www.nafsa.org/economicvalue


Part 3: Net Jobs Created/Supported by Foreign Students and their Families (2013-14)

Wisconsin

Contribution from Living Expenses: $164,419,000

Contribution from Tuition and Fees to State Economy: $248,933,000

Total Contribution by Foreign Students: $413,353,000

Less U.S. Support of $109,130,000

Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students 
and their Families: $308,561,000

Part 1: Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students (2013-14)

Plus Dependents' Living Expenses: $4,338,000+

-

Number of Spouses in the U.S.: 824

Spouses' Contribution: $2,944,000

Number of Children in the U.S.: 485

Children's Contribution: $1,394,000

Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students' Dependents: $4,338,000

Part 2: Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students' Dependents (2013-14)

Spouses' Contribution

Percent of Married Students:

Percent of Spouses in the U.S.:

Additional Expenses for a Spouse: 

(% of student living expenses)

85.0%

25.0%

Children's Contribution

Number of Couples in the U.S.: 824

Number of Children per Couple: 0.6

Additional Expenses for a Child: 

(% of student living expenses)

20.0%

7.0%

26.4%

Total Number of Foreign Students: 11,718

Jobs Directly Created/Supported: 1,422

Net Jobs Created/Supported in the State Economy by 
Foreign Students and their Families: 4,132

Jobs Indirectly Created/Supported: 2,710



Part 4: Financial Contribution and Jobs Created/Supported by District and Institution (2013-14)

Congressional District: 01 | 
Paul Ryan (R)

$2,083.294 14

 # of Foreign 
Students

Tuition 
and Fees

Living Expenses 
and Dependents

Total 
Contribution

Less U.S. 
Support 

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)(thousands)

# of Jobs 
Created/ 

Supported

University of Wisconsin - Parkside, 
Kenosha †

92 $1,369.8 $1,228.1 $2,046.5$551.4 14

University of Wisconsin - Rock 
County, Janesville

*** $14.9 $24.1 $36.7$2.3 ***

Congressional District: 02 | 
Mark Pocan (D)

$160,007.06,126 2,549

 # of Foreign 
Students

Tuition 
and Fees

Living Expenses 
and Dependents

Total 
Contribution

Less U.S. 
Support 

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)(thousands)

# of Jobs 
Created/ 

Supported

Beloit College, Beloit 123 $4,558.1 $1,821.7 $5,057.5$1,322.3 36

Edgewood College, Madison 73 $1,557.3 $1,218.0 $2,132.5$642.7 34

Madison Area Technical College, 
Madison

138 $1,793.9 $2,072.4 $3,639.2$227.1 24

University of Wisconsin - 
Baraboo/Sauk County, Baraboo

*** $22.3 $36.2 $55.1$3.5 ***

University of Wisconsin - 
Madison, Madison

5718 $131,496.2 $80,583.4 $147,458.3$64,621.3 2443

University of Wisconsin Colleges, 
Madison †

71 $787.8 $974.2 $1,664.2$97.8 11

Congressional District: 03 | 
Ron Kind (D)

$32,432.91,474 220

 # of Foreign 
Students

Tuition 
and Fees

Living Expenses 
and Dependents

Total 
Contribution

Less U.S. 
Support 

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)(thousands)

# of Jobs 
Created/ 

Supported

University of Wisconsin - Eau 
Claire, Eau Claire

270 $3,702.8 $3,352.8 $6,226.4$829.2 42

University of Wisconsin - La 
Crosse, La Crosse

362 $4,866.8 $3,957.0 $7,580.3$1,243.5 52

University of Wisconsin - 
Platteville, Platteville

94 $1,268.6 $1,124.5 $2,081.3$311.7 14

University of Wisconsin - 
Richland, Richland Center

35 $260.6 $425.4 $645.8$40.3 4

University of Wisconsin - River 
Falls, River Falls

151 $1,854.6 $1,679.5 $3,202.8$331.3 22

University of Wisconsin - Stevens 
Point, Stevens Point †

221 $3,348.2 $2,616.0 $5,060.9$903.3 35

University of Wisconsin - Stout, 
Menomonie

307 $4,340.4 $3,421.4 $6,699.8$1,062.0 46

Viterbo University, La Crosse 34 $554.7 $569.3 $935.6$188.4 6



Congressional District: 04 | 
Gwen Moore (D)

$79,028.62,738 1,106

 # of Foreign 
Students

Tuition 
and Fees

Living Expenses 
and Dependents

Total 
Contribution

Less U.S. 
Support 

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)(thousands)

# of Jobs 
Created/ 

Supported

Alverno College, Milwaukee 37 $648.5 $592.2 $1,094.8$145.9 7

DeVry University - Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee

*** $66.3 $75.4 $112.4$29.3 ***

Marquette University, Milwaukee 714 $18,941.0 $16,092.9 $24,524.0$10,509.9 382

Milwaukee Area Technical College, 
Milwaukee

30 $496.5 $475.0 $914.4$57.1 6

Milwaukee School of Engineering, 
Milwaukee

268 $7,946.9 $4,549.6 $10,751.5$1,744.9 75

Mount Mary College, Milwaukee *** $177.4 $162.7 $280.1$60.0 ***

University of Wisconsin - 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee

1647 $32,456.8 $24,856.5 $40,459.9$16,853.5 626

Wisconsin Lutheran College, 
Milwaukee

28 $687.4 $442.4 $891.5$238.2 6

Congressional District: 05 | F. 
James Sensenbrenner, Jr. (R)

$8,449.8332 58

 # of Foreign 
Students

Tuition 
and Fees

Living Expenses 
and Dependents

Total 
Contribution

Less U.S. 
Support 

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)(thousands)

# of Jobs 
Created/ 

Supported

Carroll College, Waukesha 52 $1,151.6 $910.4 $1,752.2$309.8 12

Medical College of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee

53 $1,477.4 $619.2 $1,459.3$637.2 10

Ottawa University - Milwaukee 
Campus, Brookfield

*** $32.9 $28.1 $47.6$13.4 ***

University of Wisconsin - 
Washington County, West Bend

*** $14.9 $24.1 $36.7$2.3 ***

University of Wisconsin - 
Waukesha, Waukesha

*** $14.9 $24.1 $36.7$2.3 ***

University of Wisconsin - 
Whitewater, Whitewater

199 $2,944.4 $2,485.4 $4,604.2$825.6 31

Waukesha County Technical 
College, Pewaukee

22 $252.4 $291.1 $512.9$30.6 3

Congressional District: 06 | 
Glenn Grothman (R)

$12,292.4440 85

 # of Foreign 
Students

Tuition 
and Fees

Living Expenses 
and Dependents

Total 
Contribution

Less U.S. 
Support 

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)(thousands)

# of Jobs 
Created/ 

Supported

Concordia University Wisconsin, 
Mequon

267 $5,082.3 $3,482.5 $7,267.8$1,297.1 50

Lakeland College, Sheboygan † 118 $2,708.1 $1,394.7 $3,481.2$621.6 25



Moraine Park Technical College, 
Fond du Lac

*** $17.6 $35.0 $49.5$3.1 ***

Ripon College, Ripon 35 $892.8 $464.6 $1,075.0$282.3 8

Silver Lake College of the Holy 
Family, Manitowoc

10 $216.9 $149.9 $288.3$78.6 2

University of Wisconsin - Fox 
Valley, Menasha

*** $44.7 $72.4 $110.2$6.9 ***

University of Wisconsin - 
Sheboygan, Sheboygan

*** $8.2 $13.5 $20.4$1.3 ***

Congressional District: 07 | 
Sean P. Duffy (R)

$3,562.5184 24

 # of Foreign 
Students

Tuition 
and Fees

Living Expenses 
and Dependents

Total 
Contribution

Less U.S. 
Support 

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)(thousands)

# of Jobs 
Created/ 

Supported

Northland College, Ashland *** $120.0 $56.7 $139.1$37.6 ***

University of Wisconsin - 
Marathon County, Wausau

10 $74.5 $120.7 $183.6$11.5 1

University of Wisconsin - Superior, 
Superior

167 $2,189.6 $1,575.1 $3,202.2$562.5 22

Wisconsin Indianhead Technical 
College, Shell Lake

*** $12.5 $27.4 $37.6$2.4 ***

Congressional District: 08 | 
Reid Ribble (R)

$10,704.6330 75

 # of Foreign 
Students

Tuition 
and Fees

Living Expenses 
and Dependents

Total 
Contribution

Less U.S. 
Support 

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)(thousands)

# of Jobs 
Created/ 

Supported

Lawrence University, Appleton 178 $6,524.0 $2,695.5 $7,316.4$1,903.1 52

University of Wisconsin - Green 
Bay, Green Bay

120 $1,697.5 $1,547.0 $2,797.5$447.0 19

University of Wisconsin - 
Marinette, Marinette

32 $238.3 $389.2 $590.7$36.8 4

*** Individual Institution Enrollment Figures

For institutions with fewer than 10 international students enrolled, enrollment totals are suppressed for confidentiality reasons. In the reports, this is 
indicated by three asterisks (***).

† Estimated Institution Enrollment Figures

For institutions that did not provide data in the current survey year, an estimated enrollment total was used.


