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AFRICA TOTAL   2,692,100

            Refugees and Asylum Seekers Worldwide  (as of December 31, 2008)           WORLD TOTAL . . . . . 13,599,900

How we count:  Refugee status precedes its recognition.  Most of the world’s refugees do not receive formal determinations of their status under 
the 1951 Convention.   USCRI, therefore, counts not only those whom officials recognized as refugees (until a durable solution is available) but 
also asylum seekers awaiting initial determinations, beneficiaries of more general forms of protection granted for similar reasons, and others USCRI 
considers to be refugees.  Below each host country is a breakdown showing the leading countries of origin.  

AMERICAS AND THE CARIBBEAN TOTAL   649,500
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AngolA .........................15,900
Congo-Kinshasa ........................12,700
Other .............................................3,200

BEnIn ................................8,400
Togo ...............................................6,400
Other .............................................2,000

BotswAnA ...................23,100
 Zimbabwe ...................................20,000 
 Other .............................................3,100
 
BurundI ........................26,300
 Congo-Kinshasa .........................26,000 
 Other ................................................ 300

CAmEroon ...................91,900
Central African Republic .........65,200
Chad.............................................20,000
Nigeria ...........................................3,000 
Other .............................................3,700

CEntrAl AfrICAn 
 rEpuBlIC .......................9,100

Sudan .............................................4,800
Other .............................................4,300

ChAd .............................330,500
Sudan ........................................ 268,000
Central African Republic .........57,300
Other .............................................5,200 

Congo-
 BrAzzAvIllE .............40,000

Congo-Kinshasa ........................28,000
Rwanda ..........................................8,000
Angola ............................................3,000 
Other .............................................1,000

Congo-KInshAsA ...192,700
Angola ....................................... 112,700 
Rwanda ........................................50,000 
Burundi ........................................17,600
Uganda ...........................................9,000
Sudan .............................................2,500
Other ................................................ 900

CôtE d’IvoIrE..............26,300
Liberia ..........................................23,800 
Other .............................................2,500

djIBoutI ..........................8,800
Somalia ..........................................8,000
Other ................................................ 800

 ErItrEA ...........................5,000
 Somalia ...........................................4,800
 Other ................................................ 200 

EthIopIA .....................135,200
Somalia ........................................64,300 
Eritrea ..........................................41,700 
Sudan ...........................................25,900
Other .............................................3,300

gABon ............................13,100
Congo-Brazzaville .......................9,600
Other .............................................3,500

gAmBIA ..........................14,900
Senegal ...........................................7,500 
Sierra Leone .................................6,500
Other ................................................ 900

ghAnA ...........................18,700
Liberia ..........................................15,800
Other .............................................2,900

guInEA ...........................28,100
Liberia ..........................................14,500 
Sierra Leone .................................8,300
Côte d’Ivoire ................................5,200 
Other ................................................ 100

guInEA-BIssAu .............8,300
Senegal ...........................................7,800
Other ................................................ 500

KEnyA ...........................377,400
Somalia ..................................... 262,900 
Ethiopia .......................................39,500
Sudan ...........................................29,400
Congo-Kinshasa ..........................4,800
Rwanda ..........................................4,700
Uganda ...........................................4,000
Eritrea ............................................3,500
Burundi ..........................................2,900 
Other ...........................................25,700

lIBErIA ...........................18,800
 Côte d’Ivoire ..............................15,000 
 Sierra Leone .................................3,600 
 Other ................................................ 200

mAlAwI ..........................11,600
Rwanda ..........................................4,400
Congo-Kinshasa ..........................3,400
Burundi ..........................................2,800
Other .............................................1,000

mAlI .................................11,100
Mauritania .....................................6,200 
Côte d’Ivoire ................................3,300
Other .............................................1,600

mAurItAnIA ................30,600
Western Sahara .........................26,000
Mali .................................................3,500
Other .............................................1,100

mozAmBIquE ...............12,900
Zimbabwe .....................................6,000
Congo-Kinshasa ..........................4,400 
Other .............................................2,500

nAmIBIA .........................11,700
Angola ............................................5,700
Zimbabwe .....................................4.000
Other .............................................2,000

nIgEr ..............................15,700
Chad.............................................15,500
Other ................................................ 200

nIgErIA ............................9,200
Liberia ............................................5,500
Other .............................................3,700

rwAndA ........................59,000
Congo-Kinshasa ........................56,200
Burundi ..........................................2,800

sEnEgAl.........................35,900
Mauritania ...................................32,400 
Other .............................................3,500

sIErrA lEonE ..............17,200
Liberia ..........................................17,000
Other ................................................ 200

somAlIA ........................15,300
Ethiopia .......................................14,500
Other ................................................ 800

south AfrICA...........256,200
Zimbabwe ................................ 115,800
Congo-Kinshasa ........................33,000
Somalia ........................................27,000

Malawi ..........................................16,400
Ethiopia .......................................11,000 
Congo-Brazzaville .......................9,400 
Bangladesh ....................................6,900 
Pakistan .........................................5,000
Tanzania .........................................4,200
Mozambique .................................3,800
Uganda ...........................................4,600
Nigeria ...........................................3,600
Burundi ..........................................3,500
India ................................................3,100
Uganda ...........................................2,500
Other ...........................................11,000

sudAn ..........................233,900
Eritrea ....................................... 165,800 
Chad.............................................41,200
Ethiopia .......................................10,000
Other .............................................6,300

tAnzAnIA ...................321,900
Burundi ..................................... 240,500 
Congo-Kinshasa ........................79,700
Other .............................................1,700

togo .................................6,900
Ghana ............................................5,100
Other .............................................1,800

ugAndA .......................155,400
Congo-Kinshasa ........................63,000
Sudan ...........................................57,300 
Rwanda ........................................17,300 
Somalia ..........................................8,200 
Burundi ..........................................3,500 
Eritrea ............................................2,700
Other .............................................3,400

zAmBIA ...........................88,900
Congo-Kinshasa ........................47,300 
Angola ..........................................27,100
Zimbabwe .....................................5,400 
Rwanda ..........................................4,900 
Other .............................................4,200

zImBABwE ......................3,900
Congo-Kinshasa ..........................2,600
Other .............................................1,300

othEr CountrIEs  ......2,300
 

BrAzIl ............................21,400 
 Colombia .....................................17,500
 Angola ............................................3,900

CAnAdA .........................72,500
Mexico .........................................11,300
Haiti................................................8,700
Colombia ......................................7,600
China ..............................................3,700  
Iraq .................................................2,800
Afghanistan ...................................2,200
Other ...........................................33,500

CostA rICA ...................18,600
Colombia ....................................10,300
Other .............................................8,300

ECuAdor .....................135,000
Colombia ................................. 127,600 
Other .............................................7,400

mExICo .............................3,600

pAnAmA .........................17,200
Colombia ....................................16,600
Other ................................................ 600

unItEd stAtEs .........161,200
Cuba .............................................24,700 
China ............................................19,500
Myanmar .....................................18,700 
Iraq ...............................................15,300
Haiti................................................6,400
Iran .................................................6,300
Bhutan ...........................................5,300 
Colombia ......................................4,100
Somalia ..........................................3,200
Burundi ..........................................3,000
Ethiopia .........................................2,800

Indonesia .......................................2,800
Russia .............................................2,200
Other ...........................................46,900 

vEnEzuElA .................211,000
Colombia ................................. 211,000

othEr CountrIEs .......9,000
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EUROPE TOTAL  493,000

  SOUTH AND CENTRAL ASIA TOTAL   2,512,400

  EAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC TOTAL   909,100

  MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA TOTAL   6,343,800

ArmEnIA ..........................4,500
Azerbaijan .....................................3,800  
Other ................................................ 700 

AustrIA .........................12,200
Russia .............................................3,400  
Other .............................................8,800 

AzErBAIjAn ....................2,800
Russia  ............................................2,500  
Other ................................................ 300

BElgIum ...........................7,100

BosnIA And 
 hErzEgovInA .............7,400

Croatia ..........................................6,300
Other .............................................1,100

CroAtIA ...........................2,600
 Bosnia and Herzegovina ............2,200
 Other ................................................ 400

Cyprus ...........................10,000

CzECh rEpuBlIC ...........3,200

dEnmArK ........................2,800

fInlAnd ..........................4,200

frAnCE...........................22,300
Sri Lanka........................................3,300 
Russia .............................................2,400 
Other ...........................................16,600

gErmAny ......................54,200
Serbia ...........................................24,700 
Iraq ...............................................14,700
Other ...........................................14,800 

grEECE ...........................34,300
 Pakistan ........................................11,800 
 Afghanistan ...................................3,900  
 Georgia ..........................................3,800 
  Iraq .................................................3,300 
 Bangladesh ....................................3,000 
 Other .............................................8,500

ItAly ...............................19,000  
  Eritrea ............................................3,800 
 Lebanon .........................................2,300   
 Other ...........................................12,900 

mACEdonIA ....................3,200

nEthErlAnds .............11,800
 Iraq .................................................4,000 
 Other .............................................7,800

norwAy ........................13,300  
 Eritrea ............................................3,300 
 Other ...........................................10,000 

polAnd ............................5,700  
 Russia .............................................5,200 
 Other ................................................ 500

russIA ..........................107,000 
Afghanistan .................................62,000 
Georgia........................................40,000 
Other .............................................5,000 

sErBIA ............................66,600 
Croatia ........................................47,000   
Bosnia and Herzegovina ..........19,000 
Other ................................................ 600

spAIn .................................5,600 
 Colombia .......................................2,400   
 Other .............................................3,200

swEdEn .........................23,400
Iraq .................................................7,200 
Somalia ..........................................3,800 
Other ...........................................12,400

swItzErlAnd .............13,700 
 Eritrea ............................................4,100  
 Other .............................................9,600

turKEy ..........................18,200 
Iraq .................................................8,300 
Iran .................................................4,400 
Afghanistan ...................................3,200 
Other .............................................2,300

unItEd KIngdom ......26,600
 Eritrea ............................................3,600
 Somalia ...........................................3,300 
 Other ...........................................19,700

othEr CountrIEs .....11,200 

BAnglAdEsh .............193,100 
Myanmar .................................. 193,000
Other ................................................ 100 

IndIA .............................411,000 
Sri Lanka................................... 120,000 
China ......................................... 110,000

Myanmar .................................. 100,000  
Afghanistan .................................30,000
Nepal ...........................................25,000
Bhutan .........................................25,000 
Other .............................................1,000

KAzAKhstAn ................4,500
Russia .............................................3,700
Other ................................................ 800

nEpAl ............................121,300
Bhutan ...................................... 101,000 
China ............................................20,000  
Other ................................................ 300 

pAKIstAn .................1,775,600
Afghanistan ...........................1,774,400
Other .............................................1,200

othEr CountrIEs .......6,900

AustrAlIA .....................9,900 
 Iraq .................................................2,400 
 Myanmar ........................................2,300 
 Other .............................................5,200

ChInA ...........................332,000 
Vietnam .................................... 319,300 
North Korea ..............................11,000 
Other .............................................1,700 

jApAn ................................3,100

mAlAysIA ....................171,500
Myanmar .....................................79,000
Philippines ...................................72,400 
Indonesia .....................................17,700
Other .............................................2,400

pApuA nEw guInEA ....10,000
Indonesia .....................................10,000

south KorEA ................2,500

thAIlAnd ...................368,800
Myanmar .................................. 361,100
Laos ................................................5,000
Other .............................................2,700

vIEtnAm ..........................9,500
Cambodia......................................9,500

othEr CountrIEs .......1,800 
 

AlgErIA .........................96,500 
Western Sahara .........................90,000  
Former Palestine .........................4,000 
Other .............................................2,500

Egypt............................152,400 
Former Palestine .......................70,000 
Iraq ...............................................50,000
Sudan ...........................................23,300 
Somalia ..........................................5,700
Other .............................................3,400

gAzA strIp ..............1,066,100 
Former Palestine .................1,066,100

IrAn ..............................993,600 
Afghanistan .............................. 935,500 
Iraq ...............................................58,100

IrAq .................................39,500 
Turkey ..........................................15,700 
Former Palestine .......................12,300
Iran ...............................................10,800
Other ................................................ 700

IsrAEl .............................16,500 
Eritrea ............................................6,500  
Sudan .............................................5,000 
Other .............................................5,000

jordAn ........................621,600
Iraq ............................................ 450,000
Former Palestine .................... 171,400
Other ................................................ 200

KuwAIt..........................40,000
 Iraq ...............................................35,000 
 Former Palestine .........................5,000

lEBAnon .....................333,500 
Former Palestine .................... 278,000
Iraq ...............................................50,600
Sudan .............................................4,500
Other ................................................ 400

lIByA ...............................18,900 
Former Palestine .......................10,000 
Sudan .............................................3,400  
Somalia ..........................................2,700  
Other .............................................2,800

sAudI ArABIA............291,100
Former Palestine .................... 290,000
Other .............................................1,100

syrIA ..........................1,763,900 
Iraq .........................................1,200,000 
Former Palestine .................... 557,900
Somalia ..........................................3,400
Other .............................................2,600

wEst BAnK ................762,000
Former Palestine .................... 762,000

yEmEn ...........................145,700 
Somalia ..................................... 133,100 
Iraq ...............................................11,000 
Other .............................................1,600

othEr CountrIEs ......2 ,500
 


