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[1]By Royce Bernstein Murray, Esq. [2]

In its second year under the Obama Administration, the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS)—which is responsible for the nation’s three immigration agencies (USCIS, CBP, and
ICE)—continues to struggle with its competing missions of providing immigration benefits and
enforcing immigration laws, all within the context of an outdated and broken immigration

system. Over the past year, while waiting for Congress to act, the Administration has increased its
emphasis on enforcement and deportation and denied its ability to provide administrative relief.

This report finds that, while DHS has made significant progress in some areas, there is much room
for improvement. The report recommends that DHS act in line with its own stated priorities and exert
its executive authority to bring about much-needed reforms that can be done in the absence of
Congressional action.
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