Investing in the American DREAM
Published on Immigration Policy Center (http://immigrationpolicy.org)

Investing in the American DREAM

AR CTHEL

[1]By Roberto G. Gonzales Ph.D. [2]

Each year, tens of thousands of undocumented immigrant students graduate from American high
schools and embark on uncertain futures. Their inability to legally work and receive financial aid
stalls, detours, and derails their educational and economic trajectories. Most importantly, at any
time, they can be deported to countries they barely know. The Development, Relief, and Education
for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act is a federal bill aimed at providing immigration relief to these young
people. The passage of this bill would grant many undocumented youth access to legal residency
and federal financial aid—thus removing legal and economic barriers to higher education and
increasing their contributions to America and the likelihood of upward mobility.
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